Children with end-stage renal failure: psychological effects on patients, siblings and parents.
Thirty-two children diagnosed as suffering from renal failure, their parents and siblings were the subjects of this study. Anxiety, depression and psychosomatic complaints were examined in the parents and behaviour problems in the child and siblings using standardised tests. The personality characteristics (EPQ) of the child and the child's view of the family (modified family relations test) were also ascertained. Parents showed greater levels of anxiety and depression than a normal sample and more psychosomatic problems than a control group consisting of parents of children with other chronic physical conditions. Siblings and the sick child did not have more behaviour problems at school than a normal control group. Positive correlations were found between age on diagnosis of renal failure and fathers' depression and anxiety scores. Mothers' anxiety and depression scores were also positively correlated with those of father. Negative correlations were found between age on diagnosis of renal failure and lie scores on the EPQ.